
By: Bishop Steven Biegler
We have so many priests and sisters 

serving in Wyoming from outside 
the Diocese of Cheyenne! Do you 
realize how blessed we are by their 
presence? Right now, ten mission 
priests are “on loan” from another 
diocese or religious order. In addition, 
six priests from another country have 
been incardinated into our diocese, 
and four priests from religious orders 

or another diocese also have been 
incardinated. Thus, of the 48 priests in 
active ministry, 20 came from outside 
the Diocese of Cheyenne.
Mission Sisters and Priests

We have mission sisters serving in 
two locations. At Holy Spirit Parish in 
Rock Springs, there are two sisters from 
the Congregation of the Dominican 
Sisters of the Most Holy Rosary in 
the Philippines. They are Sister MA 
Helen Diosana, OP  and Sister MA 
Benedict Montehermoso, OP. As of 
this November, three sisters from 
the  Esclavas de la Inmaculada Niña 
from Mexico City will minister in the 
Casper area. Sisters Josefina Guzman 
Ayala, Alejandra Austria Garcia, and 
Imelda Muñoz Hernández each made 
a five-year commitment (2019-2024) 
to serve in the Diocese of Cheyenne. 
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Top: OLM Mission School, entire student body
Left: Fr. Jim Heiser, Fr. Jason Marco, Bishop Jerry Alminaza, Bishop Steven Biegler, 
Msgr. Eugene Peral (V.G.), along with other priests and the congregation
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Catholic Extension Society will 
provide an annual grant of $100,000 to 
cover their salaries and benefits.  The 
parishes in Casper will provide for 
their lodging, food, transportation, and 
office expenses.

Mission priests in the Diocese 
are: Rev. Kevin Barrett (Apostolate 
for Family Consecration), Rev. 
Hugo Blotsky, OSB (Benedictine of 
Assumption Abbey, Richardton, ND), 
Rev. Arulanandu David (Diocese of 
Nellore, India), Rev. Jaimon Dominic, 
ALCP (Apostolic Life Community of 
Priests, India), Rev. Denis D’Souza 
(Diocese of Nellore, India), Rev. Innya 
Thomas George (Diocese of Nellore, 
India), Rev. Charles Heston Joseph 
(Archdiocese of Madurai, India), Rev. 
Jason Marco (Diocese of San Carlos, 
Philippines), Rev. Philip Vanderlin, 
OSB (Benedictine of Assumption 
Abbey, Richardton, ND), and Rev. 
Prakash Sebastian Verunkal (Society 
of the Heralds of Good News, India). 
These priests typically serve five to 10 
years, and then they return to their 
home diocese or religious order.

Also, four priests have incardinated 
into the Diocese of Cheyenne from 
other countries: Rev. Emilio Cabrera 
from Colombia, Rev. Demetrio 
Peñascoza from the Philippines, Rev. 
Lucas Simango from Zambia, and Rev. 
Killian Muli from Kenya (currently 
serving as a military chaplain). In 
addition, two priests from other 
countries were ordained for the 
Diocese of Cheyenne: Rev. Peter James 
Mwaura from Kenya and Rev. Hiep 
Nguyen from Việt Nam.

Moreover, we are blessed by four 
priests who originally were ordained 
for religious orders or another diocese 
in the U.S., but they have been 
incardinated and are serving here. 
They are Fathers David Erickson, 
Randy Oswald, Phillip Wagner, and 
Glenn Whewell.  Finally, the chaplains 

at Wyoming Catholic College have 
come from outside of our diocese.

Are you surprised by the number of 
sisters and priests from outside of our 
diocese? What would ministry be like 
without them? Since my arrival, I have 
become more aware of how blessed we 
are because of them. Not only that, they 
bring an appreciation of the universal 
church to Wyoming.

Each priest or sister brings a unique 
perspective and rich experience of how 
the Catholic faith is lived within their 
culture. On the one hand, they need to 
adjust to our culture and local Church; 
on the other hand, we need to open 
ourselves to how they are contributing 
to our faith. They enrich us with new 
perspectives. They open our eyes to see 
the beautiful tapestry of the universal 
Church in every culture, race, and 
ethnicity.  Through their witness, they 
enliven our faith and inspire us to be a 
missionary Church.
Listening to Their Stories

Have you asked a mission priest or 
sister to tell you their story? You might 
invite them to your home, or your 
parish could have an evening event 
and invite their priest or sister to talk 
about his or her life in another country, 
his or her faith journey, and why he or 
she decided to serve in the Diocese of 
Cheyenne.

We understand people by listening 
to their personal stories, which contain 
treasures of faith, perseverance, 
enduring love, and new hope. Our 
parishes have so many people with 
rich stories of faith.  These are treasures 
buried in the field. I encourage you to 
listen to the stories of the missionaries, 
as well as to lay people who are new to 
your parish community.

Over the years, I have been enriched 
by visiting other countries. Also, 
these experiences open my eyes to 
some form of prejudice in my heart. 
Nevertheless, my perspective has 
matured by listening to the stories 

of the people. Each of us should be 
wary of how we might be affected by 
misunderstanding, prejudice, or even 
racism.

With that in mind, our chancery 
staff read and reflected on the 
USCCB’s 2018 pastoral letter against 
racism, Open Wide our Hearts: The 
Enduring Call to Love. It is a short 
document and easy to read. It helped 
us to reconsider how we interact with 
people of other races or ethnicities. You 
can find it on the USCCB website at  
http://bit.ly/USCCBOpenHearts.
Visiting the Philippines

Recently, I was blessed to visit 
the Philippines where my eyes were 
opened ever more to the marvelous 
universality of the Catholic Church. 
In 2008, the Diocese of Cheyenne 
established a relationship with the 
Diocese of San Carlos on Negros 
Island, the fourth largest island in the 
Philippines. Since then, several priests 
from the Philippines have served in our 
diocese for three years or longer. Since 
2015, two priests from the Diocese of 
San Carlos have ministered here: Fr. 
Jason Marco in Saratoga and Hanna, 
and Fr. Jesryll Intes who departed to 
serve as a military chaplain in July 
2019.

Fr. Jim Heiser traveled with me 
on this trip, while Fr. Jason met us 
there and accompanied us during 
the visit. Bishop Gerardo “Jerry” 
Alminaza and others offered us 
amazing hospitality. They showed us 
several parishes and Catholic Schools 
overflowing with young people. We 
attended parish fiestas, traveled to 
rural mission stations, and visited the 
college seminary with more than 40 
seminarians studying for their diocese.

Generous benefactors from the 
Diocese of Cheyenne have given 
monies for the construction of a 
school.  Others have been donating 
annually to sponsor a seminarian, and 
their priests have done mission appeals 
at some of our parishes to raise monies 
for the Diocese of San Carlos. Bishop 
Jerry asked me if we could help fund 
the building of a new seminary, which 
has been under construction for more 
than ten years.  Because of a lack of 
funds, it has not been completed and 
remains vacant.

So, I made a commitment to propose 
a multi-year matching grant to the 
committee that allocates grants from 
the diocesan tithe associated with 
Living and Giving in Christ. Each year, 
10 percent of the monies received from 
Living and Giving are presented to 
other entities or poor dioceses like the 
Diocese of San Carlos.

Finally, we discussed the possibility 
of additional priests coming from the 
Diocese of San Carlos and serving here. 
Bishop Jerry said that he is committed 
to doing that, even though he noted 
that they are sharing priests “out of 
want, not out of surplus.” During my 
visit, I met with two priests who are 
discerning whether they might apply 
to serve in the Diocese of Cheyenne 
beginning July 2020. Please pray for 
them.

The Diocese of San Carlos is a 
growing diocese with approximately 
840,000 Catholics. They need more 
priests, but Bishop Jerry believes that 
they belong to the universal Church, so 
they are committed to sending priests 
on mission. Also, the Diocese of San 
Carlos has adopted the motto Ubuntu, 
which means “I am because we are.” 
This includes a vision of solidarity in 
their diocese and with the universal 
Church.

Bishop Jerry encouraged me to read 
Revolution from the Heart by Niall 
O’Brien, an Irish priest who served 
in the Diocese of San Carlos and was 
imprisoned in 1983 together with 
two priests and six lay leaders on a 
false charge of murder during the 
government of Ferdinand Marcos. 
I bought the book so that I might 
learn more about their diocese and be 
enriched by their stories of faith.
Taking up the Mission

Currently, we have four seminarians 
studying to be priests for our diocese and 
some young women have responded to 
the call to discern religious life outside 
of the Diocese of Cheyenne. Yet, we 
need more vocations. I urge you to 
pray daily for new vocations within our 
diocese. In the next seven years, ten 
diocesan priests will retire, and seven 
or more mission priests will return 
to their home dioceses or religious 
communities.

Therefore, we will have fewer priests 
in the near future, even though we 
are seeking additional mission priests 
from the Philippines and elsewhere. 
Please pray for the planning that I am 
doing with diocesan leaders, as we 
discern how to best serve the Diocese 
of Cheyenne with fewer priests.

Still, we should never resign ourselves 
to a Church with fewer and fewer 
vocations. I dream of a time when the 
Diocese of Cheyenne will send laity, 
religious, and clergy on mission. Part of 
our planning includes how to nurture 
vocations and a missionary spirit 
among all Catholics. Please join me in 
praying daily for vocations and for a 
Church on fire with the Holy Spirit.

A Missionary Church from 1

OLM Mission School, front row (L – R):  Sister Porfiria Cauilan, Fr. Jason 
Marco, Fr. Jim Heiser, Bishop Steven Biegler, Bishop Jerry Alminaza, Fr. Erwin 
Magnanao.  All others: teachers and school staff
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Traveling to the Black Hills of South
Dakota? We invite you to come away
and enjoy the quiet, open spaces of
our 200 hundred acre campus on the
outskirts of Rapid City.
 
Centrally located to many attractions,
we are within an hour's drive of Mt
Rushmore, Crazy Horse Memorial and
Badlands National Monument
 
See the sights, and then spend the
night resting in God . . . lodging,
chapels, meeting rooms, catering
services and more!
 
Ask about our Christmas Lodging
Rates when you stay December 15-31!

PRAY 

Rapid City | South Dakota
stay@terrasancta.org 
http://terrasancta.org

605-716-0925

By: Deacon Mike 
Leman, Legislative 
Liaison

In honor of Carol 
DeLois, let’s show 
gratitude for our 
mission priests

The chancery has 
seen many changes 

these past two years. One of the 
most difficult was the loss of friend 
and Chancellor Carol Delois.

In my opinion, Carol was the 
person in the chancery who always 
found time to check in and see how 
others were doing. I remember 
how she listened attentively and 
always seemed to find a way to offer 
genuine encouragement. Among 
Carol’s tasks was to make sure our 
mission priests were adjusting well. 
One day, Carol told me she was 
concerned that some of our foreign-
born priests were not being sincerely 
welcomed by some members of their 
parishes.

As a life-long Catholic in 
Wyoming, I was unsettled to 
hear about this. Growing up, I 
was continually reminded that 
our diocese was suffering from a 
shortage of priests. We were regularly 
encouraged to pray for more priests, 

so to think that a mission priest could 
come, in answer to our prayers, and 
be mistreated was hard to hear.

I shared some of my thoughts 
on the matter with Carol and told 
her that, one day, I would write a 
column on the subject. She smiled 
and said she would appreciate that. 
It has taken a while, but I am finally 
fulfilling my promise.

When people do not share a 
common language, communication 
can be difficult. I believe that 
language barriers are among the 
most frequent challenges that 
our foreign-born priests and 
parishioners encounter. I have heard 
Catholics complain that they cannot 
understand the homily because of 
their priest’s accent.

I studied Spanish and lived in Spain 
for a time, so I have been on both 
sides of language barriers, including 
listening to people speaking English 
with a hard-to-understand accent. 
What I discovered is that a little time 
and attentiveness is all I needed to 
grasp what people were saying. 
This might involve reading their 
lips, watching eye movements, and 
paying attention to other nonverbal 
cues. It takes time to learn about a 
person’s sense of humor, regardless 

of what language they speak, but I 
find that humor is an expedient way 
to discover common ground.

Some attribute St. Francis with 
saying, “Preach always. When 
necessary, use words.” With 
that concept in mind, I believe 
that whether or not it is easy to 
understand every word a mission 
priest speaks, we can learn much 
from his life of service and sacrifice. 
In this way, his life, itself, is a homily.

When I think of our mission 
priests, I think of the tremendous 
sacrifices that these brothers in 
Christ have made to be the answer 
to our prayers. I think about how 
they left behind their first language, 
music, food, and the culture they 
love. I think about how they departed 
from their own families to bring us 
Christ in the Sacraments. I can’t help 
but think about how somewhere 
on the other side of the planet 
their families are experiencing 
lifetime milestones like graduations, 
marriages, new births, holidays, 

illnesses, and deaths.
Has the Gospel ever been preached 

more eloquently than by the witness 
of these priest’s lives?

Anyone who reads newspapers 
or watches television knows that 
our culture is deeply divided. In the 
midst of identity politics, racism, 
and every kind of division, these men 
remind us that the Catholic Church 
is universal. They remind us that 
Catholicism is faithfully practiced 
throughout the world and that our 
relationships with one another 
transcend language barriers and 
cultural differences. Our mission 
priests remind us of the Church’s 
diversity. May we exhibit the grace 
to remind these generous brothers 
in Christ of the Church’s unity.

Carol understood all of this, and 
she was so grateful to our mission 
priests for answering God’s call. In 
her honor, I ask you, my sisters and 
brothers, to consider how you may 
welcome our foreign-born mission 
priests into your hearts and homes.

By: Fr. Charles Heston Joseph
“For the Mighty One has done 

great things for me; and holy is His 
name.” -Luke 1:49

I became a citizen of this great 
country on the 23rd of October at a 
ceremony in Denver.  I would like to 
thank a number of people who helped 
make this possible. Father Vernon 
Clark, my Pastor, encouraged me in 
all aspects to pursue U.S. citizenship. 
Mrs. Jennifer Fernandez, the 
secretary to U.S. Senator Mike Enzi, 
was extremely helpful as were all the 
staff in my parish at St. Anthony of 
Padua in Cody.

The day I became a U.S. citizen, I 
experienced a range of emotions! I 
was proud, grateful, and hopeful on 
the occasion of becoming a citizen 
of the premier land of democracy. 
The United States of America is 
empathetic and compassionate 
about the rest of the world and 
never ceases helping anyone else, no 

matter what the circumstance.
I have a great opportunity to 

serve the people in the Diocese of 
Cheyenne. I am completing my 
twenty-fifth year of priesthood 
and have been serving in different 
capacities. This has afforded me 
many opportunities.

Honoring Our Mission Priests

Priest Becomes U.S. Citizen

 Fr. Charles Heston Joseph is the 
Parochial Vicar of St. Anthony of 
Padua in Cody and its missions.
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By: Mary Ann Cummins, NCCW Service Chair
The Sheridan Deanery Fall CCW 

meeting was held in Buffalo at St. John 
the Baptist Church and parish hall on 
Thursday, October 17. Karla and Joe 
Mallo of Sheridan spoke to nearly 50 
attendees about their walk last fall on 
the El Camino de Santiago Primitive. 
They shared how their faith was lived 
out through this adventure.

A Mass was held at 11 a.m. with Fr. 
Pete Johnson, Fr. Clark Lenz, and Fr. 
Brian Hess concelebrating and Deacons 

Kim Carroll and Mike Leman assisting. 
A Mass collection was taken for NCCW’s 
$100 for 100 and $304 was sent to 
NCCW. A catered lunch followed Mass.

The business meeting began at 1 p.m. 
for the ladies and at 1:30 p.m., the priests 
and deacons met for their own meeting. 
Reports from each parish updated 
everyone on events happening around 
the deanery. Deanery dues notices will 
be sent out in November by Treasurer 
Doreen Choong.

The Mary’s Fund recipients for 2020—

BARDS project in India and Home for 
Pregnant Women in Jamaica—were 
noted with due date for money collected 
of June 1, 2020.

The attendees at the WCCW 
convention in Casper shared their 
experiences and the thing they liked 
the most at the convention. Mary 
Ann Cummins shared the events of 
the NCCW convention she attended 
in Atlanta, GA, in August. She also 
told those present that she is the new 

NCCW Service Chair for the next two 
years. Mary Ann encouraged the ladies 
to save their money and plan to attend 
the 100th anniversary of NCCW in 
Washington, D.C., in August 2020.

A nominating committee was set up 
to find officers for the Sheridan Deanery 
CCW to commence operations at the 
Spring Deanery meeting which will be 
held in Gillette.

First-time attendees were given a gift 
and a WCCW pin.

Deacon Candidates Instituted as Lectors
By: Deacon Joe Sandrini, Director of Formation - 
Permanent Diaconate

In September, all six of the Diocese of Cheyenne 
deacon candidates were instituted as lectors by 
Bishop Steven Biegler.  The Rite of Institution 
took place at St. Anthony’s in Casper when the 
men gathered for their monthly formation classes.

Most Catholics do not realize the Church has 
both instituted and deputed lectors.  Most of us 
are familiar with deputed lectors. These folks are 
the laity who read the Old and New Testament 
readings at Mass, recite the responsorial psalm in 
the absence of a cantor, and lead the prayers of 
the faithful in the absence of a deacon.

The office of instituted lector is slightly different. 
Following the Second Vatican Council, Pope Paul 
VI replaced what were formerly known as first 
tonsure, minor orders, and the subdiaconate with 
the instituted ministries of lector and acolyte. As 
Pope Paul VI noted in his apostolic letter initiating 
these changes, the suppressed ministries were 
“closely connected with liturgical celebration 
(and) slowly came to be considered as a training 
in preparation for the reception of sacred orders. 
As a result, the offices of porter, reader, exorcist, 
and acolyte were called minor orders…in relation 
to the subdiaconate, diaconate, and priesthood 
which were called major orders.” With the 
creation of the instituted ministries of lector and 
acolyte the minor orders and subdiaconate were 
suppressed.

Today, instituted lectors and acolytes are 
normally laymen on the path to receiving Holy 

Orders.  However, men not seeking ordination 
may also be instituted as lectors by their bishop, 
but in most dioceses this does not occur.  For 
women to become instituted ministers, a change 
in canon law would be required.  However, both 
men and women members of the laity are strongly 
encouraged to be deputed as readers and/or altar 
servers. In these roles, they perform most all of 
the duties instituted lectors and acolytes do.

Instituted lectors do have a few rights and 
obligations that are typically different from 
deputed readers. When available, instituted 
lectors should fulfill their duties at Sunday and 
festal Masses.  They should be granted priority 
of place in this function. However, it is always 
preferable to have different readers for each 
reading. So, unless several instituted lectors are 
available, there is still plenty for deputed readers 
to do. Invstituted lectors are also to be relied upon 
to instruct the faithful in the worthy reception of 
the Sacraments and help prepare those tasked 
with reading sacred scripture in liturgical settings. 
As such, they must develop and practice the 
skills necessary to read well publicly. Finally, it is 
expected that instituted lectors reflect deeply on 
sacred scripture in order to fulfill Pope Paul VI’s 
admonition that each “acquire that increasingly 
warm and living love and knowledge of Scripture 
that will make him a more perfect disciple of the 
Lord.”

With their institution as lectors at the beginning 
of their fourth year of formation, our diaconal 
candidates have reached an important milepost. 
They have stepped into a new liturgical role, and 

next fall they will be installed as acolytes. Then, 
as God wills, we will have a new cohort of ordain 
deacons serving our Diocese in the fall of 2021. 
Please continue to keep these men in your prayers.

Deacon Candidate Matt Ostdiek of Jackson receives 
a bible from Bishop Steven during the Rite of 
Installation of Lectors

Sheridan Deanery Fall CCW meeting

GIFT OF LIFE
Eve Yunko, a Casper native and member of St. Patrick’s 
Parish, is in need of a kidney transplant. All it takes is 

one person to agree to give the gift of living donation to 
change a life. Should you have questions about the living 
donor program or have considered being a living organ 

donor go to UCH-Transplantlivingdonor@uchealth.org or 
call 720-848-0855.
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St. Joseph Mission Church, Ethete St. Stephens Mission, St Stephens

First Communion

By: Stuart Palmer, Knights of Columbus 
Council #9431 Trustee and Past Grand 
Knight

A signature event for the Jackson 
Council #9431 of the Knights of 
Columbus has been its unwavering 
support of the Pro-Life Movement. 
For the past 25 years, the Jackson 
Council has supported Turning 
Point: A Pregnancy Resource Center, 
raising more than $250,000 in those 
years. Jackson Knights have organized a 
dinner/silent auction/ painting raffle at 
the well-known Bar J Chuckwagon BBQ 
and Western Music Show in Wilson, 
Wyoming. The Babe Humphrey Family 
Wranglers deliver some of the purest 
harmony, best musicianship, and 
funniest ranch humor ever seen on 

stage.
The Knights draw more than 500 

guests each year to the Bar J.  This 
summer, the biggest fundraiser of 2019 
brought in $21,800. Among the items 
for bid was a Teton Landscape painting 
by artist Bill Sawczuk. Raffle tickets for 
the painting were sold after weekend 
Masses at Our Lady of the Mountains. 
Often, the painting winner is a summer 
visitor who came to the valley to enjoy 
the splendor of the Teton-Yellowstone 
country, and this year a family from 
Louisiana won the painting.

Besides fundraising for Pro-Life 
causes, the Jackson Knights Council 
also have supported Diocese of 
Cheyenne seminarians with proceeds 
from monthly pancake breakfasts and 

Christmas card sales, cut and hauled in 
trees to help decorate the local parish 
for the Christmas holiday, and offered 
a college scholarship for a young 
man from the parish seeking higher 
education.

In addition, the Jackson Knights 
Council fields several 4th Degree 

members to be Honor Guards at 
funerals and special masses. Like 
fellow Knights throughout the State of 
Wyoming, the men of Jackson defend 
the Faith, honor our Clergy, and set an 
example for Family Life, Integrity, and 
Patriotism.

Jackson Knights Support 
Community Pro-Life Efforts

By: Beth Peterson Detrick, Director of Religious 
Education, St. Patrick, Casper

The City of Casper is 
blessed to have three 
Catholic Parishes: St. 
Anthony of Padua, Our 
Lady of Fatima, and St. 
Patrick’s. The three parishes 

also support St. Anthony Tri-Parish School. 
Each year, they come together to celebrate 
a City-Wide Mass in Casper. Held in July at 
the David Street Station, this Mass had an 
attendance of around 1,200 Catholics from 
our Community! After Mass there was a 
celebration with food trucks, activities, and a 
splash pad that goes well into the afternoon. 
It’s such a blessing to be able to come together 
as Catholics in our community!  Look up the 
City-Wide Mass next July if you’re in Casper!

City-Wide Mass 
Celebrated in Casper

Above: A great turnout 
of Casper Catholics at 
the July 2019 Mass and 
celebration

Left: Bishop Steven 
celebrates Mass along 
with multiple priests 
and deacons from the 
Casper area

Carl Salerno, Sal Rodriguez, Ken Mahood and Fernando Escobedo, four members 
of the KofC #9431 4th Degree team, wear the new regalia of the 4th Degree.
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St. Rose of Lima, Torrington Photo by Sunshine Photography

Confirmations

St. Joseph Catholic Church, Cheyenne

Isaiah 
and 

Advent
Advent is a time of waiting and a time 

of promise. God has communicated the 
promise of salvation, and we have visions 
of what this promise looks like because 
of the prophets. As Catholics, we are 
infinitely blessed to know the flesh-and-
blood fulfillment of this promise in Jesus 
Christ.

Isaiah communicates the promise of 
God’s kingdom in many ways. His words 
of promise are especially helpful as we try 
to imagine what the reign of God looks 
like in our world today.

As we ponder the miracle of Jesus’ 
birth into our lives, let us also consider 
Isaiah’s words. At our baptisms, we were 
each anointed as “priest, prophet, and 
king.” With our celebration of Jesus’ birth 
nearing, let us take this time to renew 
our calling to be prophets and help our 
families, friends, neighbors, and even our 
enemies to answer Jesus’ call to build a 
world that resembles Isiah’s visions.

How to Pray 
with the 
Prophets

The great majority of the readings from 
the Old Testament during Advent contain 
the words of a prophet. Here are five steps 
to help us pray with the prophets whose 
words are featured during Mass this 
Advent:

Read the passage slowly.
Notice how God and the prophet 

communicate. They communicate with 
the directness of friends who have known 
each other for many years.

Notice how the prophet communicates 
God’s vision. Look for signs of hope and 
encouragement in these visions.

Like the prophets, imagine what the 
world will be like if we follow God’s word. 
God’s promises tell us much about what 
God desires for us.

Spend a few moments in quiet, asking 
God to help you know Him like the 
prophets do.

Ask God for the grace to help you 
communicate today the same hope that 
the prophets share with us.

The Book of 
the Prophet 

Isaiah
Prophets have two basic tasks: they 

communicate the heart of God to the 
people, and they communicate the 
people’s needs to God. The only way 
for prophets to fulfill their calling is if 
they communicate intimately with God 
Himself.

The Book of the Prophet Isaiah has 
three parts, spanning three different eras 
of Israel’s history. The first is just before 
the Exile to Babylon, when Isaiah of 
Jerusalem calls people back to holy living 
so as to prevent the Exile. The second 
is during the Exile, when God calls the 
prophet to give comfort and hope to the 
people. The third part is upon return 
from Babylon as the people reimagine 
and recommit to a covenant with God 
that now looks very different from before.

Though we live in very different 
circumstances from those who 
experienced the Exile, Isaiah’s message of 
hope and call for righteousness are still 
relevant today.

Submitted by Joseph Wotawa

Clip and save! 

Isaiah  
Advent Calendar
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2
Isaiah 4:2-6

1
Isaiah 2:1-5

3
Isaiah 11:1-10

4
Isaiah 25:6-10a

5
Isaiah 26:1-6

6
Isaiah 29:17-24

7
Isaiah 30:19-21,

23-26

8
Isaiah 11:1-10

9
Genesis 3:9-15, 20

10
Isaiah 40:1-11

11
Isaiah 40:25-31

12
Zechariah 2:14-17 or
Revelation 11:19a; 

12:1-6a, 10ab

13
Isaiah 48:17-19

14
Sirach 48:1-4, 

9-11

15
Isaiah 35:1-6a,10

16
Numbers 24:2-7,

15-17a

17
Genesis 49:2, 8-10

18
Jeremiah 23:5-8

19
Judges 13:2-7, 

24-25a

20
Isaiah 7:10-14

21
Song of Songs 2:8-14 or

Zephaniah 3:14-18a

22
Isaiah 7:10-14

23
Malachi 3:1-4,

23-24

24
2 Samuel 7:1-5,
8b-12, 14a, 16
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Church of the Holy Trinity, Cheyenne
St. Anthony of Padua, Cody, St. Barbara, Powell,  
Our Lady of the Valley, Clark  photo by Jody Moser
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Chancery Changes
By: WCR Staff

Welcome, Jean Chrostoski! Jean 
has been hired as the new Chancellor. 
Jean has 18 years’ experience as a 
school superintendent and is the 
former president of the Southeast 
Division of the Wyoming Association 
of School Superintendents. She also 
is a member of Rotary. Jean has two 
sons; Eric of Breese, IL, and Phil of 
St. Louis, MO.

Congratulations and best wishes 
to Maria Ward, who recently gave 
birth to Gianna Agnes.  Maria has 
left her position as the Assistant 
Director of Pastoral Formation to 
stay home with Gianna.  Maria’s 
vivacious personality and laughter, 
along with her keen event planning 
and organization skills, will be 
missed.  Thank you, Maria, for 
brightening the Chancery and for all 
the amazing work you’ve done in a 
multitude of ministry projects and 
programs.

Welcome, Diana Marie Waggener! 
Diana is the new Communications 
Director. Diana has more than 
20 years of experience as a 
public relations professional at 
the University of Wyoming. Her 
experience includes intentional 
communications, writing, editing, 
graphic design, event planning, and 
board management. Diana has three 
children; Olivia and husband Tony, 
Salvador and fiancée Courtney, and 
Carmella and husband Paul and 
granddaughter Isabella Luna. Diana’s 
husband John also is a Wyoming 
native and is a faculty archivist at the 
UW American Heritage Center.

 Welcome, Patricia Griffith! 
Patricia joins the Tribunal as the 
Ecclesiastical Notary. Patricia is a 
native of Colombia and brings a 
welcome bilingual capacity to the 
Tribunal and Chancery. She has 
10 years’ experience in the federal 
court system as an interpreter and 
spent four years as a substitute 
teacher with Laramie County School 
District #1. Patricia and husband 
Tom are parents to Melanie.

January 2020 through  August 2020

“Knowing yourself is 
the beginning 

   of all wisdom.”   -Aristotle

APPLY TODAY! 

Holis
tic C

ompassionate Connection

This program provides a safe, 
confidential and sacred space 

as you become a spiritual director. 
The intentional movement toward 

compassionate listening heals 
our soul.

“We have learned a new way of living in the world, through 
awareness, and to see with God’s eyes, hear with God’s ears, 

and to love with God’s heart.”  -Graduate

CONTACT: 
Sister Mary Colleen Schwarz, OSB; 
Global Online Coordinator
smarycolleen@benethillmonastery.org  
(719) 633-0655 Ext. 134

Sister Mary Colleen Schwarz, OSB is coordinator of the Global 
Online Benedictine Spiritual Direction Program. Her passion to spread 
Benedictine values to the world through technology began in 2007. Her 
vision has resulted in many individuals experiencing personal spiritual 
transformation through a deeper knowing of the Divine and self.

Holistic* Compassionate* Connection
GLOBAL ONLINE 

BENEDICTINE SPIRITUAL DIRECTION PROGRAM©

Longing for more?
Are you longing for a deeper connection with God?

Do you desire to help lead others towards a deeper connection with 
God? Do you wish to grow in your compassion for others? If you have a 

hunger to know God in a deeper way, to finally bridge the gap between 
your head and your heart then this course is for you.

Benedictine Hospitality, Spirituality and 
Community for people of all faiths and cultures.

3190 Benet Lane, Colorado Springs, CO 80921
Sisters of Benet Hill Monastery

(719) 633-0655 ~ www.benethillmonastery.org

Wyoming CR 2019 Global-color.indd   1 11/1/2019   7:04:12 AM
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Marilyn Verplancke, President, Wyoming Council 
of Catholic Women

For the first time in WCCW history, the 
two-year term offices of president, secretary, 
and treasurer were filled by election instead of 
by appointment, with all women in attendance 
casting their vote at a WCCW Convention 
business meeting. These elected officers are: 
President Marilyn Verplancke, Saratoga; 
Secretary Jennifer Westman, Lander; and 
Treasurer Naomi Stone, Mountain View. 
They were installed following Mass on 
September 23 by WCCW spiritual advisor 
and nominating committee chairman, Deacon 
Carroll Schell. President Verplancke then 
appointed and installed the following women 
to serve a two-year term on the WCCW Board: 
Parliamentarian Georgene Fagnant, Mountain 
View; Historian Teresa Olivas, Cheyenne; 
Spirituality Commission Chair Maggie 
Cosner, Gillette; Service Commission Chair 
Mary Ann Cummins, Buffalo; Leadership 
Commission Chair Kate Heying, Gillette; 
Healing Ministry Chair Clare TenEyck, M.D., 
Cheyenne; and Music Ministry Chair Jessica 
TenEyck, Cheyenne.  Other members of the 
WCCW Board include: Casper Deanery CCW 
President Ret Minahan; Cheyenne Deanery 
CCW President Martie Harbick; Rock Springs 
Deanery CCW President Kathy Larson, 
Pinedale; Sheridan Deanery CCW President 
Kate Heying, Gillette; Thermopolis Deanery 
CCW President Kathy Wallingford; and 
Advisor April Pendleton, Lander.  

The 66th Annual Wyoming Council of 
Catholic Women’s Convention, “Transforming 

Our Lives,” was held at the Ramkota Hotel 
in Casper on September 22 and 23. Our Lady 
of Fatima Council of Catholic Women hosted 
the convention attended by 112 women, two 
priests, one deacon, and one religious. We were 
honored and blessed by Bishop Steven Biegler, 
who presided at the opening Mass, which was 
followed by brunch in Fatima Hall.

Breakout sessions were well attended, 
with presentations by Clare TenEyck, M.D. 
– Healing; Anna Wilkinson – The More of 
God; Director of Distance Learning Wyoming 
Catholic College Jim Tonkowich – It’s About 
Time; and Executive Vice President of 
Wyoming Catholic College Jon Tonkowich – 
Update on Wyoming Catholic College.

Cathy Holman, Prairie Wife in Heels blogger 
(prairiewifeinheels.com), was the convention 
speaker. She discussed her Catholic perspective 
on being a city girl gone country and a 
Wyoming working wife with young children, 
as well as how she deals with her many daily 
challenges.

A new Mary’s Fund donation record was set 
this year with $30,300 raised in parish CCW’s! 
WCCW Service Commission Chair Mary Ann 
Cummins presented the check to South India 
Relief Fund, with the money split between 
Bethel Orphanage Project, Dornal Parish, to 
train women in tailoring and sewing; and a 
Ram Lamb Project. These project applications 
were written by some of our Wyoming Priests 
from India. Since 1960, WCCW has donated 
through Mary’s Fund, a total of $740,370 to 
improve the health and welfare of women and 
children across the world.

New Achievements  
Mark WCCW Progress 
in Renewal Plan

WCCW Board Members 2019-2021. Bottom row left to right: Kathy Larson, Jennifer 
Westman, April Pendleton, Marilyn Verplancke, Martie Harbick, Ret Minihan; Back row 
left to right: Goergene Fagnant, Teresa Olivas, Mary Ann Cummins, Maggie Cosner, Kathy 
Wallingford, Dr. Clare TenEyck, Jessica TenEyck, Naomi Stone. Not pictured Kate Heying.

Outgoing WCCW President, April Pendleton of Lander, places the 
President’s Pin on the new WCCW President, Marilyn Verplancke of 
Saratoga.

Parish CCWs already are raising money for the 2020 
Mary’s Fund to be awarded next year to 1) Backward Areas 
Rural Development Society in India, written by Rev. Denis 
D’Souza, to purchase equipment to train children with 
speech and hearing disabilities, and 2) Missionaries of the 
Poor-Holy Innocent Center/Home for Pregnant Women in 
Crisis/ Nazareth Home for Disabled Children in Jamaica.

The 2020 WCCW theme is “In Pursuit of Healing and 
Holiness through Jesus and Mary.” The annual convention 
will be held next September in Cheyenne, with dates TBA.



Page 10 December 2019WYOMING CATHOLIC REGISTER

By: Mark Rogaczewski, Holy Name Catholic Church, Sheridan
The 2019 Holy Name Catholic School Golf Tournament 

fundraiser was held on Saturday August 3. More than $20,000 was 
raised for the school. These funds go toward students’ participation 
at Teton Science School and for classroom supplies and 
materials. There were 17 teams with a total of 66 golfers this year. 
We had more than  81 sponsors, 9 of which were Major sponsors 
(over $1000). We had an increase in sponsorships for the alumni 
fairway. In addition to pin prize and/or hole-in-one opportunities 
at every hole, $2000 was paid out to the top four teams (Gross and 
Net). A poker run and other tournament games added to the fun, 
and lunch was provided for the golfers and volunteers. Committee 
co-chairs were Mark Rogaczewski and Tony Garber.

Congratulations to all our tournament winners and participants. 
Thank you to all who made this years’ tournament a success.

By: Angie Milatzo, WCCW Province Director
I was fortunate to attend the 99th 

Annual National Council of Catholic 
Women Convention held in Atlanta, 
Georgia. Six-hundred women and 
priests gathered to celebrate the theme, 
“Caring for God’s Creation.”

A Welcome Liturgy was held with the 
Chair of Spiritual Advisors Rev. Richard 
Dawson as the principal celebrant and 
The Most Reverend Peter A. Rosazza 
concelebrating.

The Welcome Luncheon featured 
Mother Delores Hart, OSB. She 
received the first Honorary Lifetime 
Membership of the National Council 
of Catholic Women, given to a 
distinguished American Catholic 
woman. As a young woman, Mother 
Hart made her film debut with Elvis 
Presley in Paramount’s 1957 film, 
Loving You. After starring in several 
Hollywood feature film and Broadway 
productions, Mother Hart stunned 
the world with her decision to enter 
cloistered religious life in the Abbey 
of Regina Laudis in Bethlehem, 
Connecticut, where she is now prioress. 
Mother Hart also spoke against abuse 
and the trafficking of children.

I am a fan of Elvis and I carried a 

purse given to me by my daughter, 
Angela, which Mother Hart signed. 
What a treasure!

A free pre-release screening of the 
movie, Love and Mercy, was presented, 
along with an opportunity to experience 
the Lourdes Virtual Pilgrimage. Guests 
were given a bottle of Holy Water from 
Lourdes and touched rocks from the 
Lourdes Grotto.

The keynote speaker, The Most 
Reverend Peter A. Rosazza, DD, 
Auxiliary Bishop Emeritus of the 
Archdiocese of Hartford, gave an 
address, “Women Respond to Pope 
Francis’ Plea to Save Mother Earth.” Kim 
Polote sang and gave a presentation, 
“The Divine Shopping Spree…Being A 
Kept Woman in His Word.”

At the business meeting, three 
resolutions—suicide awareness, opioid 
crisis affecting our nation, and Reduce, 
Reuse, RecycleTM—were passed.

Everyone is invited to the centennial 
celebration scheduled for August 26-
29, 2020, in Arlington, Virginia, hosted 
by the Arlington Council of Catholic 
Women.

Congratulations to Mary Ann 
Cummins, newly installed NCCW 
Service Commission Chair!

1st Place (54)
Bernie Spielman
John Brackley
Kaelee Saner
Bob Benjamin

2nd Place (58)
Jason Spielman
Samantha Spielman
Garrett Spielman
John Spielman

3rd Place TIE (61)
Thomas Dykhorst
Josh Schriver
Jim Peil
Ray Austin

3rd Place TIE (61)
Larry Tellez
Jared Gamble
Hayden Tellez
Jay Charlebois

Gross

Net

Winner Bernie Spielman lines up a drive. Teachers Lori Clark and Britnee Geringer volunteer 
at the tournament.

 Volunteers help a golfer register.

1st Place (51.3)
Mike Williams
Colton Williams
Brett Williams
Trenton Williams

2nd Place (51.6)
Jason Leach
Mike Chandler
Jay Peterson
Jamie Hardesty

3rd Place (53.3)
Ben Lecholat
Sam Lecholat
Tony Lecholat
Scott Rogaczewski

4th Place (54)
Dewey Jacobs
Melanie Jacobs
Dave Loseke
Bill Pettit

Golf Tourney Raises Money for School

Tournament Results

Province Director Attends National Convention

Teresa Olivas, Marcella Redman, 
and Mary Ann Cummins at the 

National Council of Catholic
 

Angie Milatzo with 
vocalist and  

inspirational speaker, 
 Kim Polote

Angie Milatzo with 
Mother Delores 

Hart, OSB
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Serve their community

Grow their faith

Protect their families

Build a brotherhood

Transform the world

Join us. Knights.net

Knights of Columbus

L I F E  I N S U R A N C E  •  D I S A B I L I T Y  I N C O M E  I N S U R A N C E  • L O N G - T E R M  C A R E  I N S U R A N C E  •      R E T I R E M E N T  A N N U I T I E S

Contact me today to learn more:

Leo Klatka
Field Agent

307-922-6055 
leo.klatka@kofc.org

The 2020 Wyoming School of Catholic Thought
By: James Tonkowich, Director of 
Distance Learning, Wyoming Catholic 
College

As winter descends upon us here 
in Wyoming, I’m reminded of the 
beauty of each season of the year; 
many a Christian has meditated on 
how God’s beauty shines through the 
fall, winter, spring, and summer.

That fact will not, however, keep 
most of us from looking forward to 
the warm beauty of June as we layer-
up, shovel, drive carefully, and ski. 
And it’s not too early to do some 
planning.

This coming June 7-12, The 
Wyoming School of Catholic Thought 
will look at beauty and science. Held 
in Lander at the Wyoming Catholic 
College campus, our topic is: “Truth 
is Beauty: Science and the Catholic 
Imagination.”

Led by Wyoming Catholic College 
faculty, the 2020 Wyoming School 
of Catholic Thought will focus on 
experiencing the beauty of Creation 

through scientific knowledge in the 
context of a well-formed Catholic 
understanding of all of life.

The notion that science is the only 
reliable and true way of knowing 
permeates our society and culture. It 
is, as they say, in the air we breathe.

Jeffrey Lever, M.D., put it this way, 
“Science goes to the heart of what we 
are as human beings. It’s high time we 
stopped looking at religious leaders to 
answer the big questions and looked 
at science instead. Religion can only 
adapt to what science is saying.”

While that may sound extreme, it’s 
not. We find similar ideas in popular 
media, in conversations with friends, 
and, frighteningly, in our legal 
system. Science is reliable and true, 
we’re told; religion is subjective and 
mostly fantasy. As to beauty, it’s only 
a social construct with no meaning 
beyond an individual’s experience.

The first result of that thinking is an 
impoverished imagination. We begin to 
see the world in ways that are incomplete, 
devoid of beauty and wonder.

By contrast, a well-formed Catholic 
imagination provides a broad and 
rich way to understand our lives and 
the world around us. This is because a 
Catholic imagination includes poetic 
knowledge and religious knowledge 
along with scientific knowledge. At 
this summer’s School of Catholic 
Thought, we will discover how the 
three work together.

So, join us as we study in joyful 
conversation with one another and 
with authors such as Sir Isaac Newton, 
John Polkinghorne, Aristotle, Francis 
Bacon, St. Thomas Aquinas, Blaise 
Pascal, Gerard Manley Hopkins, John 
Henry Newman, and Pope St. John 
Paul II.

As St. Augustine of Hippo said in 
his AD 411 Easter sermon, “Question 
the beauty of the earth, question the 
beauty of the sea, question the beauty 
of the air, amply spread around 
everywhere, question the beauty of 
the sky, question the serried ranks of 
the stars, question the sun making the 
day glorious with its bright beams, 

question the moon tempering the 
darkness of the following night with 
its shining rays, question the animals 
that move in the waters, that amble 
about on dry land, that fly in the 
air; their souls hidden, their bodies 
evident; the visible bodies needing 
to be controlled, the invisible souls 
controlling them; question all these 
things. They all answer you, ‘Here 
we are, look; we’re beautiful.’ Their 
beauty is their confession. Who made 
these beautiful changeable things, 
if not one who is beautiful and 
unchangeable?”

Tuition for the Wyoming School of 
Catholic Thought is $750 per person 
and includes all meals and materials. 
Accommodations are extra, at Lander 
hotels or Wyoming Catholic College 
dorms. Scholarships are available.

For more information, 
visit the college website  
(wyomingcatholic.edu/wsct/) or 
contact me: james.tonkowich@
wyomingcatholic.edu or 
 307-335-4428.

Truth is Beauty: Science and the Catholic Imagination
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Merry Christmas
from Bishop Steven and the Chancery Staff

Therefore the Lord himself will give you
this sign: the virgin shall be with child, 

and bear a son, and shall name him
IMMANUEL. 

-Isaiah 7:14
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By: Pat Mitchell, Wheatland Record Times
In an era when long marriages are not the norm, 

Louis and Mary Lou Montoya of Wheatland were 
recently recognized by Worldwide Marriage 
Encounters for their 70-year marriage. This 
Catholic organization fosters strong marriages 
and recognizes a couples from each state for 
wedded longevity.

Louis came to Platte County from New Mexico 
at the age of two; Mary Lou was born and raised 
in Wheatland. They have known each other since 
attending Ayers School together when he teased 
and chased her around. “I did not like him,” says 
Mary Lou. “He pestered me all the time. In junior 
high, our bus driver told me, ‘You know, hate 
is akin to love; someday you’re going to marry 
him.’” He was right!

Both of their families (Louis’ family consisted of 
five girls and five boys; Mary Lou’s family had five 
boys and four girls) worked as tenant farmers. The 
couple dated “not too much” then married when 
Louis was 23 and Mary Lou was 21. “I was raised 
by a widowed mother and my older brothers,” says 
Mary Lou. “When we decided we wanted to get 
married…” Louis chimes in, “My dad and mom 
went to the Rodriguez house to ask her mother if 
she could marry me. That’s the way it was done in 
those days. Her mother really didn’t want her to 
get married, but she agreed since Mary Lou said 
she wanted to marry me.”

“I had a white satin dress with a full train, 
a crown with a three-fourths length veil and 
carried a rose bouquet,” Mary Lou notes. “We 
were married in the little St. Patrick’s Church 
where the parking lot is [now] for the present St. 
Patrick’s Catholic Church.”

“And I had a new black suit,” Louis adds. “I 
was kind of scared [about getting married]. I had 
opened my mouth one too many times! It was 
going to be different. I was going to have to adjust 
to someone else and I was used to being single.”

Mary Lou’s sister Nettie and her husband Don 
Greigo stood up with them at the service. They 
had a reception afterward and left on their two-
day honeymoon trip to Scottsbluff, NE, in a 1937 
Plymouth Coup with license plate number 926—

the same plate number they have had ever since. 
They returned to Wheatland and began married 
life in a two-room house on a farm Louis’ father 
had bought on Fairview Road. Cindy was born in 
1950 and Cris in 1953.

In 1957, Mary Lou went to work at Hested’s, 
which now is the DC Dollar Store, and eventually 
became the manager. She continued working 
there for 19 years. Along with two Wheatland 
businessmen, Mary Lou developed the Retail 
Merchant Association, which is now the Chamber 
of Commerce. Louis worked at the Wheatland 
Co-Op (now Frenchmen Valley) for 43 years.

As for what has made this marriage work for 
70 years…

“We endured because we love each other, forgive 
and overlook all the foibles we both have,” says 
Mary Lou. “If you truly love each other, you have 
to listen; accept your partner just the way they 
are. You have to work through the tribulations 
of marriage. Lou has never said a curse word in 
his life; he is gentle and kindhearted. The one 
time I really got him riled [she didn’t reveal what 
happened], he gave me the silent treatment for a 
week. It was awful. The only time I really got mad 
at him was when he called me his ‘Old Lady.’ That 
will never happen again!”

Louis says, “I never found it difficult to be 
married—just unusual at first having someone 
around all the time. It’s easy; we’re comfortable 
together. It’s just life itself. Mary Lou gives me 
orders, and I follow them, but then I’ve had a lot 
of practice.”

Although Lou suffered a mild stroke a year ago 
and still doesn’t drive, the two have that spark of 
happiness that shines through their conversation. 
It was illustrated in one of Mary Lou’s comments, 
“I have never regretted marrying Lou.”

Although their actual anniversary date is 
November 26, St. Patrick’s parish held a reception 
for the Montoyas after Mass on Saturday, 
October 19. The Worldwide Marriage Encounter 
Leadership Team for Wyoming presented them 
with a plaque honoring their accomplishment. 
You may send cards to this long-wedded couple at 
2252 West Johnston Ave, Wheatland, WY 82201.

Mary Lou and Louis Montoya on their wedding day, 
November 26, 1949.

Worldwide Marriage Encounter 
Honors Longest Married Couple

Mary Lou and Lou in their old school where they 
first knew each other as children.


